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Four Lights 


“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.’ 


From ‘* First Voyage "Round the World by Magellan.” 
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Born almost at the beginning of the First World 
War, the Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom terminated the United States Section Annual 
Meeting, marking its thirtieth anniversary, just as the 
Second World War came to an end in Europe. 


From the luncheon in honor of Mrs. Hull, men- 
tioned elsewhere, ninety-three delegates and alternates 
repaired to Haverford College, where constant wet 
weather rendered the beautiful landscape less distracting 
and assured all sessions of a quorum, Minnesota, Mis- 
souri, Ijlinois, Michigan, Ohio, and the east sent repre- 
sentatives, and there were three members from Canada. 
The business at hand was attacked with such serious- 
ness and the wording of every resoluf?6n and statement 
of policy so conscientiously edited from the floor that 
one had the impression we weré trying to remake the 
world in three days—and not.doing so badly. 

On Friday ae there were two scheduled 

, the first, Mr.-‘Morris L. Ernst who maintained 
that “the basis of peace is the free flow of opinion 
throughout the world” and urged us to work “to the 
end that in an informed world the most i com- 
modity of man, ideas, shall be unfettered.” Then Miss 
Nora E. Ventura of the Y.W.C.A. in Burma, put us to 
shame when she told of the thousands of refugees who 
have streamed into semi-starved India from Poland, 
Burma and Malay, and have been received as guests. 
She said she has never heard an Indian complain of 
the presence of these evacuees and has seen Indians 
give their seats to them in public conveyances. The 
rich colors of her costume, her soft voice, and her pene- 
trating remarks made her a delightful part of the pro- 
gram. 


The next day at lunch time Mr. Henry Lee Willet, 
chairman of the Philadelphia Hostel for Japanese- 
Americans, gave a picture of its operation, told of the 
WIL part in it, and commented upon how readily people 
can <x paps prejudice if it will help them to secure 
a coo 


ANNUAL MEETING 


Half of one ing session was devoted to sum- 
mary reports from state and local branch representatives 
of their most successful projects of the year. At least 
partial solutions to a number of common problems were 
revealed and many will return to their branches enthusi- 


astic to try out methods and projects which have met 
with success elsewhere. 


A special session, conducted entirely in Spanish and 
open only to delegates from Latin America, was held 
Saturday afternoon with Miss Heloise Brainerd, WIL 
chairman of Inter-American Work, presiding. Miss 
Brainerd is to be congratulated for bringing to us dele- 
gates from sixteen of/the twenty-one South and Cen- 
tral American republics. We were all delighted to meet 
them and receive their brief but charming greetings at 
supper that’evening. 

. Walser prefaced the nicest surprise of the 
inal das at Haverford with a highly -entertaining 
story of how she obtained the news reel and accom- 


‘panying sound records of Jane Addams which we were 


about to see and hear. The scarcely 200 feet of film 


‘shows Miss Addams as she appeared in 1931 on the 


White House steps with petitions signed actually by 
millions, and asked President Hoover to present them 
to the Disarmament Conference, and again as she ap- 
peared in Washington-in 1935 on the occasion of the 
twentieth anniversary of the Women’s International 
League and Miss Addams’ seventy-fifth birthday—just 
three weeks before her death. We watched with gen- 
uine reverence as the film was run thro twice and 
remained in that spirit when Miss Addams’ voice died 
away and Miss Emily Balch came forward to give a 
summary of the past, present and future work of our 
organization. Most optimistic of all who had } 
to us during these meetings, Miss Balch sounded a note . 
of hope that the forces which abolished slavery and 
emancipated women might, within the lifetime of many 
present, put an end to war. 


— Jeannette A. Smith. 
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Peace Work at Home 


Do you think that peace is made at Yalta and Berlin 
and San Francisco, or do you believe that it grows like 
grass in the shady corners and dry centers of everyone’s 
back yard, to be carefully tended, never neglected, until 
the green carpet is complete with ‘all the neighbors doing 
their bit? Sometimes neighbors are willing enough, but 
> know where to get seed and fertilizer. For them 

Frag discussion at our Annual Meeting proved very 
help: It produced varied and ingenious suggestions 
for “planting and cultivating the germs of peace educa- 
tion in the mind of the common man and woman. Here 
are some of them: 


CARAVANS 

A rural town in Maryland developed a caravan ser- 
vice which drove out to country communities, gathered 
small groups together and talked about one peace issue 
at a time in simple terms. 


SHORT NOTICE SPEAKERS 

A team of half a dozen speakers prepared themselves 
well on a very few currént peace subjects. Notices were 
sent to all sorts of ope the town headed 
“Has your speaker failed you? e can supply emerg- 
ency speakers free.” The demand was constant. 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 

One group assumed the expenses of one C.O. for a 
year. Another provided social events for a group of 
C.O.s to take the place of the U.S.O., which has no 
counterpart for these boys. Personal acquaintance with 
men in camp, learning their needs and\problems at first 
hand, can lead to a better understanding of the whole 
situation facing those who refuse to fight. 
NISEI 

If you can open a simple hostel, as Pennsylvania did, 
where Nisei can spend a few days when they first come 


‘to your community, that will be a great service. Or 
follow the example of one woman who made her third 


floor into a club, with a meeting room and sleeping quar- 
ters for one or two at a time. Or, like another group, 
meet a newly arrived family, help them find a living 
place, locate some furniture for them. All these things 
help lonely and insecure newcomers. 


NEGRO-WHITE FELLOWSHIP 

A number of plans have been tried in this field. 
Among them are: Get a few Negro salespersons installed 
in one or two stores. Get more Negro participation in 
the P.T.A., civic enterprises, and in the WIL itself. 
Route a gifted colored speaker to a series of meetings 
of local clubs or organizations. Study in mixed groups 
the local housing and employment situations for Ne- 
groes. Organize a joint church service once a month, 
and attend each other’s churches. 
CHURCHES AND LIBRARIES 

Churches have often been used as a starting place 
for social and educational projects, and public libraries 
have cooperated in giving space for a shelf of peace 
books, or an exhibit of books, or an art exhibit of work 
from a minority group. 


MONEY RAISING 


One group asks by a mimeographed folder with 

a drawing on it for the price of one loaf of bread a week, 
“Humanity’s Loaf.” Almost any community can start 
a “Peace Economy Shop” where used clothing, china, 
ciilinee. books, utensils, trimmings, are sold. This 
does not interfere with European relief; it trades in 
goods useless for shipping abroad. Goods can be col- 


‘lected by hospitals or other groups, and the profits 


divided on a percentage basis. 

Projects such as several of those described integrate 
the WIL into the community. If larger activities can 
be undertaken, public forums, one day institutes, meet- 
ings for special speakers are well known openings often 
used by WIL. Study classes with well-informed leaders, 
legislative interviews and letters, writing for newspapers 


RESOLUTI: 


t the Annual Meeting. 
11734 F. Street, Washington 6, C.] 
Trusteeship 


Air mail letter to Secretary Stettinius and the American 
Delegation at San Francisco; also to the President, the Senate 
and House Military Affairs Committees: 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 
in its thirtieth Annual Meeting at Haverford, Pennsylvania, May 
3 to 6, 1945, eg d protests against the proposed United 
States demands for island naval bases in the western Pacific 
under the trusteeship of the United States alone. We protest 
for three main reasons: 


1. A trusteeship under one nation would soon degenerate, 
as did the one-nation- mandate system of the League of Nations, 
into actual territorial conquest. This is contrary to the solemn 
declaration of the United States that we seek no territorial 
aggrandizement and that we vigorously oppose it for others. 


2.. This unprecedented extension of our military frontier 
now demanded by our War and Navy Departments cuts directly 


“across all hope for effective international organization. World- 


wide disarmament is the indispensible condition for the estab- 
lishment of international authority. 


3. American youth, called twice in one generation to die for 
freedom, democracy and peace, will have died in vain if victory 
is used to extend and en‘rench still further the old forms of 
military coercion and threat, with its menace of future wars. 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 
also urges that the United States delegation to the San Francisco 
Conference support the crcation of an international Commission 
on Territorial Trusteeship along the lines of the Chinese Memo- 
randum. Such a Commission would administer all territories not 
yet ready for complete self-government and would protect the 
interests of native populations and prepare them for eventual 


_ independence. 


Peace Terms 
To the President and the State 

The Women’s International League for Peace arfd Freedom, 
assembled in Annual Convention at Haverford, Pa., May 3-6, 
1945, believing that more definite statement of peace terms to 
Germany would have shortcned the European war, saved countless 
lives and made possible a more constructive solution to the prob- 
lems of the peace, urges that there be offered to Japan now a 
clear statement of peace terms and that these terms be in har- 


mony with the spirit of the Atlantic 


Post-War Treatment of Germany 
To the President and the Secretary of State: 

Believing that the post-war treatment of Germany should 
be based not on irrational concepts of a “hard peace” or a “soft 
peace”, on neither sentimentality or vindictiveness, but on poli- 
cies yoo will create a workable peace anid forestall a third world 
war, an 

Believing that the peace of Europe and the security of the 
Americas demand the preservation of what is left of constructive 
elements in Germany, the reconstruction with these groups of 
a new and genuinely democratic Germany, and the return of the 
German people to a decent life and a place in the comity of 
nations, 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, 
assembled in Annual Convention at Haverford, Pa., May 3-6, 
1945, urges recognition of the following “factors: 


1. That it is essential to deal with those groups of Germans 
best able to create a new democracy, excluding the Nazi ag 
the Nazi party, the military caste, the Junker landowners, the 
Monopolists. 


2. That it would be disastrous for the future of Europe if 
Germany were to be dismembered and split up territorially and 
politically, creating new and powerful irredentist movements, 


and magazines are always effective but so well practised 
by our branches as to make it unnecessary to describe 
them. The use of personal friendly persuasion with the 
ministers, the teachers, labor leaders, the heads of other 
groups, as well as the neighbor down the road and the 
commuter on the train are perhaps the most useful of 
all. The seed of peace must first grow in the minds of 
people and become established there before it will flour- 
ish in lasting political and economic form. 
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LUTIONS 


Meeting. A complete set may be obtained from the National 


3. That it is essential for the economic reconstruction of 
Europe and of the world that Germany’s productive power ke 
conserved. A y dismembered economically, deprived 
of her agricultural sections, or her industrial potential, or sage 
will: be unable to sustain life herself, and will be a source 
disintegration, a moral and economic slum, in the very heart of 
Europe. 

4. That it is essential in developing German democratic 
institutions and in preventing a return to fascism, to reestablish 
and encourage the German trade union movement and coopera- 
tives. 


. 5. That to re-establish normal life for the German people, 
sufficient food, medical supplies, raw materials, etc., be sent to 
the German people as the need arises. 

6. That any plan to force the Germans to supply labor 
units for reconstruction in devastated countries will involve the 
' violation of human rights, the further increase of hatreds and 
resentments, the reduction of labor standards, and will degenerate 
into “slave labor.” ; 


7. That it should be recognized that only the Germans can 
free themselves spiritually, that their re-education for democracy 
by foreigners is foredoomed to failure, and that speedy establish- 
ment of cultural relations between Germany, isolated intel- 
seca d for twelve years, and other countries is eminently 


Censorship — Free Press 
To the President and the Attorney General: 

The Women’s International League believes that the free 
communication of ideas is an essential tool of Peace and Freedom. 
The basis of freedom is the conflict of ideas in the market place 
ef thought, and the uncensored right to hear, to see and to read. 
The basis of peace and international cooperation is understand- 
ing, resulting from free communication of thought, unhampered 
by governmental or private monopolistic controls. Under modern 
conditions, newspapers, magazines and books are the instruments 
of this communication, and moving pictures and radios are 
especially important because of the tremendous illiteracy, over 
50%, of the two billion people on this globe. 

The meeting of the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, at Haverford, Pennsylvania, May 3 - 6, 1945, 
therefore urges the San Francisco Conference to assign to a 
proper committee the task of initiating action to encourage the 
full and free transmission of newspapers, magazines, books, mov- 
ing-pictures and radios, to the end that in an informed world 
the most precious commodity of man—ideas—shall be unfettered. 


Resolution on Compensation to Japanese-Americans 
To the President, Secretary Ickes, arfd the Members 
of the Appropriations Committee of the House: 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, 
in 30th Annual Meeting assembled at Haverford, Pennsylvania, 
calls upon Secretary Ickes to furnish compensation to Japanese- 
Americans who have lost their properties and money 
the forced evacuation from their homes in 1942. 

We urge that, in the interim, Federal Aid be made available 
to them through a request-for-aid form to be issued at the camps 
and signed in the presence of not more than two witnesses, in 
order that a feeling of humiliation and dependency be avoided. 

We call upon Congress to appropriate an amount to be rec- 
ommended to the Secretary of the Interior for this final phase of 
relocation. We believe that this procedure will empty the camps 
in the least possible time, with the least friction and injury to 
the evacuees. 

The honor of the United States is involved in - making 
amends for the totalitarian injustice suffered by the Japanese- 
Americans. Let there be nothing more in their treatment which 
the nation will regret in years to come. 


OVERSUBSCRIBED ! 


We have sold 1200 copies of Jane Addams’ “Peace and 
Bread,” 200 more than our own WIL edition of 1000. Copies 
can still be purchased at the same price ($1.60 postpaid) from 
Mrs. Gerald Fox, 1140 Fifth Ave., New York 28, who secures 
them from the publisher’s rapidly dwindling stock of 500. All 
orders to ‘date have been filied. If you have not received your 
copies, or have received duplicates, please let Mrs. Fox know. 
We suggest your ordering copies for libraries where each book 
will have many readers. The WIL response has been wonderful. 
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~ The Inter-American Session 


On Saturday afternoon, May 5, sixteen women from 


Latin America (North, Central and South), one from 
Canada, three from the U.S.A., and two from Puerto 
Rico, met for four hours at Haverford under the chair- 
manship of Heloise Brainerd to discuss the f 
program, on which they had previously formulated some 
ideas (as well as to learn about WILPF activities): 
I. (a) Ways in which the Americas can help to fur- 
ther true democracy. 
(b) Women’s imperative task of drawing their 
_ «submerged sisters into the orbit of democracy 
through educational means. 


II. Conclusions: what movements or policies should 
women support? 


III. Concrete steps proposed: 
(a) Organization in the free countries of America 


of groups of women who shall be in communi- 


cation with each other for exchange of infor- 
mation and for common action. 

(b) Desirability of holding an unofficial inter- 
American women’s congress. 

After a warm welcome from Mrs. Robinson on be- 
half of the U. S. Section, and a very informative keynote 
speech by Miss Balch as International President, the 
group—many of whom had never met before—got down 
to business and had a discussion, at times warm but 
never too hot, of points ranging from the abysmal ignor- 
ance and poverty of some of our population groups, to 
instances of U. S. imperialism and the inroads of Fascism 
and Communism. (The relative dangers of these two 
systems were warmly debated.) 

From the discussion there resulted the following 
ten recommendations to the women of the Americas, 
namely, that they should: 


1. Intensify pro-literacy campaigns and education in 


democratic principles. 


2. Create movements of social and economic reform, 


with especial emphasis on village cooperatives and 
other self-help measures. 

3. Work for the vote for women where needed, and 
intensify their political activity where they do have 
the vote, 

4. Work to make effective Resolution 41 of the Mex- 
ico Conference which recommends the abolition of 
all discrimination on account of race or religion, 
-_ as individual women, practice non-discrimina- 

on. 

5. Recommend abolition of obligatory military service 

and pre-military training for women or children. 

Work for progressive universal disarmament. 

Take part in the struggle against Fascist systems 

which are establishing themselves in the Western 

Hemisphere. 

8. Inform U. S. women of our problems and ask them 

(a) to lend their aid to the other women of this 
hemisphere in their! fight against local tyrants 
and dictators; and 

(b) to cooperate with the WILPF in its efforts 
through the years to persuade U. S. Govern- 
ment officials not to uphold dictatorships for 
reasons of political or economic expediency. 

9. Work for the continuance of the Good Neighbor 

10. Ask the WILPF to request the United Nations 
not to recognize or uphold governments set up by 
any means other than the popular will. 


It is worth noting that all these recommendations 
except No. 4, originated with the Latin Americans. It 
was voted to send the above unofficially to the American 
Governments, women’s organizations and the press. 

(Continued last page) 
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HONORING 


The anticipations of nearly five hundred 
people shone in their faces as they poured into the 
ballroom of the Berijamin Franklin Hotel. They had 
come to give evidence of their love and loyalty to.a 
dearly cherished leader. Their spokesmen recalled the 
companionship of college days, suffrage parades, wo- 
man’s club work, friendships across a forgotten color 
line, as one after another they focussed attention on 
different features of Hannah Clothier Hull’s varied 
career, President Nason of Swarthmore College, Clar- 
ence Pickett of the American Friends Service Committee, 
Emily Greene Balch of the WIL, spoke not only to her 
work, but to the fields she has chosen to expend herself 
in. The mood of the afternoon swung back and forth 
from serious to gay. A frivolous little skit, purporting 
to be an interview with a senator by Mrs. Hull, gave a 
delightfully absurd cartoon of our heroine. Mrs. Ray- 
mond Pace Alexander pointed out that “it has been 
through the determined efforts of individuals like our 


THE ANNUAL MEETING THROUGH 
CANADIAN EYES 

“Believe me, I was not only impressed, I was thrilled beyond 
measure at the real enthusiasm and determination of the women 
to put our world on a higher level. Not since my old suffragette 
days when 10,000 women rose to their feet in a body to welcome 
Mrs. Pankhurst from gaol have I been so thrilled. I felt I 
could very easily be sitting in at an historic gathering which 
some day would develop into a world-wide movement of such 
strength that it would save mankind. 

“The color and vitality of the South American Conference 
will ever be one of those bright little pictures one gathers from 
time to time to hang against the somewhat grey wall of ordinary 
everyday living. Candies were passed around every few minutes 
and cigarettes were smoked furiously, but neither cigarettes nor 
chocolates interfered with the volubility of the delegates. It was 
a delightful experience to sit in with them. 

“The whole’ Conference was a feast of sincerity of purpose. 
It was a great privilege to be with you.” ‘ 
— Cock (Winnipeg WIL). 


THE INTER-AMERICAN SESSION 
(Continued from page 3) 

In the evening the Latin American women mingled 
with our WIL members at dinner and during the pro- 
am, and were individually introduced to the audience. 

t was highly educational for both groups! Sunday 
morning those who had not been obliged to return at 
once to New York or Washington (about half) had an- 
other short session with the Canadian and U. S. mem- 
bers. Ways of organizing local groups for study and 
inter-communication were discussed, and a representa- 
tive committee was appointed to take up the matter 
of a woman’s congress, which had been enthusiastically 
endorsed by the full session on Saturday. This com- 
mittee was to meet in Washington on May 21, so we 
may hope that something concrete will result from this 


first small inter-American gathering under the WILPF.. 


— Heloise Brainerd, 
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beloved guest of honor and her late husband . . . that 
a large segment of public opinion . . . has come to rec- 
ognize that the status of the minority people within any’ 
given community or country is an infallible criterion. 
for that community’s democratic structure...” And 
Dr. Rufus M. Jones sent a message saying “how deeply 
I honor the noble life and services of dear Hannah Hull. : 
She has made a great contribution to many good causes 
but her beautiful life has been an even greater contri- 
bution. Long may she live to be a blessing to us and 
to the world.” : 

At the end Miss Bussey handed a check to Mrs. 
Hull as an appreciation from her friends of her work. 
Mrs. Hull at once turned the money over to the Lucy 
Biddle Lewis Memorial Fund of the WIL, thus marking 
the life-long friendship and the long collaboration for 
peace of these two women. The gift reached $1200. 
With Mrs. Hull’s acknowledgment the luncheon closed. 
The Annual Meeting was off to a good start. 
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LATIN AMERICAN NOTES 


Venezuelan women, united in an over-all organization to 
work for suffrage, “Accion Femenina”, recently held their Second 
Congress, from which there issued an appeal to women of the 
Western Hemisphere to continue working ‘for the political 
rights of women as an indispensable factor in the self-determina- 
tion of peoples and the freedom of expression which are the 
foundation of durable peace. “Accion Femenina”, (which has 
committees on Equal Suffrage, Civic Education and Legal and 
Social Betterment of Women and Children) has already ob- 
tained the vote in municipal elections arfd the right to hold office 
by appointment. Fifty-six women from this same group in 
February sent their Secretary cf State a memorial requesting 
consideration of certain points at the Mexico Conference, (as 
our U. S. Section did in commenting on the Dumbarton Oaks 
Proposals). Two women ‘designated to represent “Accion Feme- 
nina” at the inter-American meeting asked the WILPF to 
memorialize the Venezuelan Congress, now studying constitutional 
amendments, in their behalf. 


The Annual Meeting took such action, also in response to 
a similar request from the Women’s Union of Colombia, which 


‘is likewise working for political rights for their sex. 


This year marks the Golden Jubilee as a teacher of Nica- 
ragua’s foremost women, Sra. Josefa Toledo de Aguerri. All 
sorts of honors are being conferred by her own country on this 
distinguished educator, author, feminist ard leader in all civic 
movements, and the WILPF Annual Meeting sent her its greet- 
ings and felicitations. 


Among several Latin American women who publicized our 
December appeal for study of the Dumbarton Oaks proposals, 
by radio, press, or at public meetings, a leading woman of 
Uruguay, Sra. Ofelia M. B. de Benvenuto, presented it at a Con- 
gress of Women in Montevideo. She also expressed the great 
interest of Uruguayan women in the holding of an inter-American 
women’s congress “for peace, democracy, culture and freedom”, 
and at the same time sent her warm greetings to our U. S. 
Séction on the occasion of the 30th anniversary. 


A loyal friend in Guatemala writes that the war has awak- 
ened many women there to the necessity of working for peace 
and she believes it presents a good field of work, since political 
conditions are more favorable now. In this connection, Devere 
Allen’s article on newly democratic Guatemala in Worldover 
Press items of May 9, page 4, 4 extremely interesting. 


Mexico’s Role in International Intellectual Cooperation. 
University of New Mexico Press, 65c.. This sixty-page pam- 
phlet, one of the Inter-Americana series, carries the proceedings 
of a Conference held in Albuquerque in February, 1944, under 
the sponsorship of the Universities of Texas and New Mexico. 
It deals with the indigenous culture of central Mexico, the im- 
portance of the study of Spanish and English, Mexican-American 
relations, the University of Mexico, and the relations between 
Mexico and the United States. The Conference referred to was 
attended by distinguished Mexican scholars, representatives of 
the Mexican consular service, members of the New Mexico and 
Texas university faculties, and others. 
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